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Abstract 

 
The strength of open-hole composite laminate specimens under tension is studied. In particular, the influence of the 

stress concentrator size and specimen geometry on the crack onset and consequently on the final open-hole strength 

is analyzed. A model based on the Finite Fracture Mechanics (FFM) including the coupled stress-energy criterion is 

applied to predict the failure onset. These predictions are compared with the experimental data obtained.  


